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The 
Adventist 
Church in 
Northern 
Australia 

40 Congregations 

3 Schools 

1 Convention Centre  

1 ABC 

2 States

3064 Members  



What’s Been Good?



Wins in Education!



Cairns High School 
• Cairns High School – is starting in 2026! 

• The new High School building is due to be completed in 
early November and is going to be an amazing facility for 
staff and students to use beginning in 2026 

• We are seeing growth in enrolments as the marketing  of 
the High School gets into full swing in readiness for the 
addition of a Yr 7 cohort in 2026.

• We are also in the planning stages of moving our 
Townsville primary  School, Riverside Adventist Sch ool, 
to High School – between 2028 and 2030 



Riverside Adventist School Growth
• Riverside Adventist School has essentially doubled in 

the last year 

• Over the past couple of years - the school has 
intentionally looked to boost their: 

• 1. Teacher to student ratio & learning experience (the 
school was 5th highest in NAPLAN for Primary Schools in 
North QLD – in 2024)

• 2. Chaplaincy Program 

• 3. Overall school culture 

• 4. Facilities – resurface basketball court, repair shade 
sails, most of the school repainted, internal classroom 
improvements, security upgrade, currently planning to 
replace worn playground



A Vision to have 
Happy and 
Healthy Schools!

• We dream of having Thriving, 
Christ Centred , Learning 
Communities from Prep to 12 in 
all three major North QLD cities 

• There is a strong desire from 
areas such as Alice Springs, 
Mt Isa, and even some folks in 
Darwin - to have Adventist 
Education present

• Establishment, finance, and 
Sustainability are key 
challenges here



Carlisle Adventist 
College 

• Enrolments are trending upwards again with a full prep 
class to start 2026. Enrolments look like edging over 300 
again

• Enrolments for the Kindergarten program at the Carl isle 
ELC are also looking strong for 2026. This is exciting 
news and a rewarding outcome for the effort that is being 
put into growing school culture at Carlisle

• The refurbishment of the Covered Sports area at Carlisle, 
fondly known as the “SHED”, is exciting as this building 
was showing some serious wear and tear concerns

• The Chaplaincy program is excelling. We have seen 
decided focus from the school in this space leading to 
strong student and community engagement



Chaplaincy Program lifting 
the spiritual temperature in 
each school!

• Each school has developed an intentional 
chaplaincy plan – outlining their yearly 
program 

• This had led to: 

• 42 % of students in Bible studies in Cairns 

• 38 % of students in Bible Studies in 
Carlisle (Mackay – 79.51 % Non-Adventist 
School)

• 94% of students in Bible studies at 
Riverside (Townsville - 51 % Non-Adventist) 

• We are working towards Church plants in all 
three of our schools 



Wins in ATSIM!



Cape York 

• Wujal Wujal Church plant is now well 
established and meets weekly in the 
lower end of Cape York

• There have been 14 baptisms in the 
region in the last couple of years 

• Our Global Pioneer Missionary worker, 
Pr Aporosa, is now entering Aurukun 
in central to North Cape York  where 
he has Bible study contacts 

• We would love to see a Church plant 
here, and in other communities in 
Cape York





The Finke, Katherine, 
The Torres Strait, 
Tennant Creek 

• A new Bible worker has been set up in the Finke 
Region. House improvements have been made to 
support the ministry 

• Tennant Creek/Mungkarta/Ali Kurung Region is 
engaging approximately 45-50 people per week 
most are Aboriginal folk 

• The Katherine region has baptized 16 people in the 
last two years, most have been Aboriginal people 

• The Torres Strait region recently ran a kids club and 
evangelism series on Badu Island (second most 
populated Island in the Torres Strait)  – A first 
occasion, invited by locals



Wins in Faith FM!

• Pr Darren Slade, former 
President built an amazing 
Faith Fm Studio in the 
Conference office 

• Adventist World Radio funded 
Phil Pennington to work in the 
studio producing local content 
for the past 3 years 

• We now have 17 active 
Licenses Conference wide – 
and provision to set up 12 more 



Faith FM studio & 
Ministry Launched 

• 10.1% of Australians are tuning into Faith FM 
each month

• We are primarily reaching non -Seventh-day 
Adventists (SDAs only make up 0.9% of 
audience)

• Of the 9163 Australia-wide Faith FM 
engagements year-to-date (June), 493 (5%) of 
these have been in Northern Australia

• This is 40% above the national average 
(based on Northern Australia’s regional 
population) 

• People have walked into our churches on 
Sabbath after listening to Faith Fm! 



Wins in ADRA!





Where is ADRA Going?
• We have 5 main ADRA projects in our Conference 

(Meals on Milton, Townsville Food pantry, Mackay op 
Shop, Mareeba Op Shop, Alice Springs) 

• We are looking to expand ADRA projects, 
especially in the Northern Territory where our 
presence is light 

• Cyclone & Flood Response was a huge 
undertaking in 2024 and 2025 – We are currently 
training 16 volunteers to be disaster ready for future 
– likely events in Northern Australia 

• “ADRA continues to see God’s leading, and we are 
excited about where He will guide us next  – watch 
this space!” - Pr Laufili Ah Yu – NAC ADRA Director 



Wins in Youth 
Ministry!
• Summer Camps was reintroduced in 2021 – since then it has 

grown from 40 to 70 in attendance 

• Further, in 2021 – 37 attendees made a commitment to 
Jesus, 29 wanted Bible studies, and 18 committed to  
Baptism

• In 2024 – 44 made a commitment to Jesus, 40 wanted Bible 
studies, and 29 committed to Baptism 

• Pathfinders has  also significantly grown. 150 Pathfinders 
attended the 2021 NAC Camporee 

• In 2025, however, 300 Pathfinders attended the NAC 
Camporee



Wins at the Convention Centre & Office!

• Pr Darren Slade, and the Riverside Convention Centre 
Managers – Di and Jonno Obst have done a great job in 
improving the Convention Centre and grounds 

• New fencing around the premises 

• A new amenities block – approximately 50 % paid for by 
a government grant 

• Conference office painted 

• ABC refurbished 

• New signage + more 

• The grounds look great!



Wins in Finance!



Tithe Received – 2018 
TO 2024 Analysis

• Tithe income consistent year-on-year from 
$3.65M in 2018 to $4.57M in 2024, an overall 
increase of 35.5% over 7 years.

• Average annual growth rate of 4.5% over this 
period.

• 2022 – 2024 strong tithe levels , with 2024 
setting record of $4.57M.

• Steady growth over years – committed and 
engaged church membership.

• NA tithe even increased during the covid-19 
period , we appreciate the faithfulness of our 
members during this difficulty period. 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Tithe Received 3,644,516 3,665,738 3,739,885 3,850,835 4,117,820 4,407,547 4,531,992
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Tithe Per Member Analysis 
– 8 Years to FY2024

• Tithe per member has been increasing each 
year

• Base tithe per member for 2017 was $1,249

• Tithe per member for 2024 was $1,501

• Faithfulness of our tithing members

• Our current strategy focus on promoting 
culture of faithfulness and thanking our 
members for their continued support in tithes 
and offerings.
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Where are we 
going? 



NAC Growth: 

2020

Membership 2777

2021

Membership 2809

2022

Membership 2874

2023

Membership 2996

2024

Membership 3041

2025

Membership - 3064



Highlight Points - 

= 32
• Baptisms

2021

= 72
• Baptisms

2022

= 50
• Baptisms

2023

= 110
• Baptisms (Year of Evangelism)

2024

= 46
• Baptisms - Recorded so far – (Year of 

Discipleship)

2025



1 Practising 
Adventist per 509 
people in NAC
NAC Population - 927, 702 



1 Practising 
Adventist per 309 
people in NAC by 
2028
NAC Population - 927, 702 



NAC for Christ - An Intentional Missional Journey 
Across Northern Australia 



NAC focus – 2025-2028

1. Discipleship 

2. Church Revitalisation 

3. Church Planting 

4. NAC for Christ – 2028 (Part of 
AUC for Christ) 



30 Evangelistic Sites 
Across Northern 
Australia in 2028

NAC FOR CHRIST



The Journey 
is not about 
Evangelistic 
Sites, it’s 
about: 

• 1. Our heart’s being renewed (Psalm 51:10)

• 2. An intentional focus on what God has called 
our Church to – proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus before He comes, and inviting people to 
worship Him (Rev 14:6-12)

• 3. Offloading distractions, “the sin that so easily 
entangles”, and focusing on what matters  
(Hebrews 12:1)

• 4. Acknowledging God as the one who 
ultimately works! (1 Corinthians 3:6)

• 5. Making Disciples - as Jesus asked us to (Matt 
28:18-20)



Challenges - 

• Finance– Managing a lot on a tight budget. Remote areas in particular are challenging as 
Tithe return is not high in these spaces 

• Upkeep of Churches/Conference Houses/Cars – buildings, Vehicles and the like

• Staffing our Schools – Obtaining Adventist staff, having staff move North to the remoter area 

• Missing Membership – Approximately 1300 missing members 

• Unity & Focus on Mission – there are obstacles that distract around every corner

• “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;one Lord,one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,who is over all and through all and in all.”

• Ephesians 4:3-6 
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